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PARKS AND PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
July 23, 2024 

         The Parks and Public Works Committee met for a Committee Meeting at 10:00 a.m.  
Saugatuck City Hall  

  102 Butler St., Saugatuck, MI 49453. 
 

Call to Order:  
The meeting was called to order by Chair Baldwin at 10:00 a.m. 

 
  Attendance: 
  Present:  Chair Baldwin, Committee members Charak, Kimble, Hoffman, Johnson, Roche.  
  Absent:  None.  
 Others Present:  City Manager Cummins, DPW Superintendent Herbert, Deputy Clerk Williams. 
 
  Approval of Agenda: 
   Motion by Kimble, second by Roche, to approve the agenda for July 23, 2024.  Via voice vote, 

motion carried unanimously. 
 
  Approval of Minutes:  
   Motion by Hoffman, second by Johnson to approve the June 25, 2024, regular meeting minutes 

as presented.  Via voice vote, motion carried unanimously. 
      
  Public Comments (agenda items only):  None. 

  
  Review/Discussion: 

A. Mt. Baldhead Bike Rack – Eagle Scout Presentation: 
 Eagle Scout Brooks Massing presented a proposal for bike racks to be installed at Mount 
Baldhead for his community service project.  He spoke about the need for bike racks in town and 
highlighted the benefits for businesses and tourists.  He told the commission about the possibility of 
ordering multiple bike racks at a time to get better pricing with Charak suggesting that a larger size 
would be more practical.  Massing stated that they would need a concrete pad poured so the bike rack 
could be more secure.  DPW Superintendent said that he could pour the concrete pad in the fall while 
they were pouring other concrete for other jobs in the city.  Charak proposes temporarily installing 
bike racks without concrete pads in the meantime so they could speed up the project timeline to get 
the bike racks installed.  Massing believes the project will be completed in the fall or winter. 
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 Motion by Charak, second by Roche to recommend the bike rack project to City Council.  Upon 
voice vote, motion carried unanimously. 
 

B. Oval Beach Life Jacket Station – Eagle Scout Presentation: 
 Eagle Count Anthony Carlotto was in person to present a proposal for an Oval Beach Life Jacket 
Station that he would like to use as his public service project to help prevent drowning incidents.  
He said that it would take about a month for the fundraising and a couple of days to build.  The 
location of the life jacket station was discussed, with a preference of locating it near the concession 
stand for visibility.   
  
 Motion by Kimble, second by Johnson to recommend the life jackets proposal as documented by 
Anthony Carlotto.  Upon voice voted, motion carried unanimously. 
 

C. Village Square Basketball and Tennis Court Improvements: 
 City Manager Cummins said that he recently had a representative that reached out to him 
indicating that they were interested in refreshing the tennis courts and basketball courts could use 
some resurfacing, maybe using some kind of paint to delineate certain areas, and maybe new 
fencing.  This particular donor is willing to provide some dollars to take care of that work if the City 
is willing to move forward.  They spoke about adding a small set of bleachers or seating in the 
basketball area might be something that’s worthwhile, he is open to their ideas and feedback. 
 Roche said that they wanted to create as much space as possible and make them multi-sport 
courts.  Futsal is a European sport,  and it is starting to come to the United States and there is a huge 
amount of kids in this community who are playing futsal.  She would love to see the basketball court, 
sort of be able to be a multi-sport court.  She thinks this will be a wonderful addition for the middle 
school and high school kids to have someplace to hang out and do things downtown .  She doesn’t 
think it would be very expensive, because it is mostly paint and then you would have a smaller soccer 
net below and then they put the basketball in above.  She has not been able to find pricing yet, so 
she needs to dig a little deeper.  She also thinks that it would not be a bad idea to do a survey and 
see what else the community wants to see in that space.   Cummins said that he will talk with the 
donors’ representatives to see what they are willing to do.   

 
D. Department of Public Works Updates: 

 The department of Public Works has been working on the tasks below.: 
• Mill and overlay work 
• City hall landscaping 
• No parking signs being installed on the hill 
• Working on special events with the Art Fair/Venetian Festival/ Music in the Park 
• There is still a vacant position at DPW, that they have been actively trying to fill. 
• Need to protect the Urban Forrest from English Ivy.  There is a need be to proactive 

about communicating with the property owners on this.   
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• Would like to send the RFP back out to lease the concession stand and give people more 
time to review and submit documents before next summer. 

 
E. Update on Recycling Bin Pilot: 

 DPW seasonal employee John Dejaegher gave an update on how the recycling pilot was going.  
He said that the recycling part is filled every other day.  He thinks that this is hard to do at the City 
as the waste units hold 30% of what the cement units do and so far they have seen a generous 
amount of contamination to date.   
 

F. Update on Saugatuck Harbor Natural Area: 
 City Manager Cummins said that he has no real update on this item.  He said that staff still 
needs to do some research on the previous board issue, and search through their emails.  He said 
that he had someone reach out yesterday via a text email, and they said that they might have some 
background to provide related to when the group was originally formed.   
 

G. Study Group Updates:   
1.  Invasive Species: 

 Charak had no new updates.  Hoffman said that the climate in the future in Michigan 
will be more like the Ozarks.  He is trying to figure out the issues that will arise in the next 20 
years.  The warmer temps will be getting warmer.  Down south issues will move north, and the 
southern states are working on a plan now.  
 

2. Blue Star Multimodal Path (Lake Street):   
 Kimble said that they had a meeting last week with C2AE and some of the language they 
used was alarming.  They are basically finding out that the entire trail needs to be reviewed and 
this was all new to her and very confusing.  She said that the tribes now need to review the 
entire length of the trail.  At this meeting they found out more from MDOT regarding this 
requirement but C2AE’s concerns are that if they go ahead and complete the whole design, and 
then something comes up in conjunction with this review by the tribes, they may have to 
change the design and there may be rework, and that is where it’s a problem.  Once you get the 
tribes involved, they have 60 days to review it.  They could ask for more time and drag things 
out.   
 Cummins said that there were certainly some cultural sensitivities and archaeological 
Concerns near the cemetery in the township.  C2AEis working with a consultant on the 
environmental pieces.  Originally, they were not thinking that the entire trail area would need 
more extensive archaeological and traditional cultural properties review, but MDOTS essentially 
reached out and indicated that they believe that the entire trail is and the reason why this is 
required because of these federal grant dollars.  There are federal requirements, if you’re in 
traditional cultural properties, to consult with the tribal parties to make sure that you’re not 
having an adverse impact on those lands.  If you are, there’s certain mitigation measures that 
we would need to take.  They have to make sure that they have submitted very complete plans 
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for the tribal review, including the extent of their disturbance areas, not just where the trail is 
going to go.  Far outside of that , are you going to disturb while you’re even doing construction 
related activities?  The tribes have that, and it is a little more than 60 business days, which 
extends things out . He said that Nancy is correct, how the tribal consulting parties could ask for 
more time over if they have concerns or questions and they had to work on responses and then 
give them time to review the responses.  It is not to say if they will have concerns, it is typically 
in a at least C2AE’s experience.  It is rare that they do, with the Mount Baldhead and AT&T 
project, they’ve had concerns, but is probably site specific, depending on the area.  Some of the 
trail areas within the City that they’re proposing to do work on are areas that are already 
disturbed.  The Township in going through wetland areas and getting closer to the cemetery 
where there are a lot of undisturbed area that might have some concerns for the tribes.  
Because of that, C2AE has the trail sections in pieces on their plans.  Cummins explained that 
while this may push back their bidding dates, they need to know where the trail is going to go in 
order to get the grade inspection done by MDOT engineers to move forward, and they need 
that before they can go out for bids.  He said that they could go ask for grade inspection 
approvals, but if the trail changes, then they would need them to review things again.  They 
need to be sensitive to the requirements and they need to remove some trees.  They also have 
to be mindful that some bat species would be impacted, and they would only be able to do that 
kind of work in the winter months.  They are talking about doing tree removal before they get 
their final approvals.  While this is not the news they were hoping to hear at this phase, C2AE 
still believes that they can begin construction on the trail next year.  There were some things 
that MDOT indicated needed to be clear on the plans before sending it to the tribes.  By the end 
of July, everything should be at a stage where they feel comfortable sending it to the tribes to 
review.  Kimble added that the tree work has to be completed between November and March 
and said that you cannot do tree work if you don’t know exactly where you are putting the trail.   
  
   

3. Village Square & Playground:  
 DPW Superintendent Herbert said that the park is almost at completion.  The irrigation 
was installed, GMS did a fantastic job.  Public Works installed sod just to take care of the 
uneven hard compacted surfaces wood and then they are watering heavy which will also be 
hopeful for the trees that experienced some light root damage during the excavation of that 
and then in the fall, they still have some concrete pads to pour contingent on Historic District 
Commission’s approval and they can add some benches as everyone’s asking about benches.  
He said that he has had someone that reached out to him that wants to donate a bench for that 
park.  He will be working with them to get that paid for.  This makes it one step closer to 
completion as the project is done but they are doing some buttoning up some final details 
which can be done on the backburner.  The will be planting at least one or two trees in that 
park to replace the one that was removed.   

 
4. Park Street, Mount Baldhead Improvements, & AT&T Status:    
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 City Manager Cummins said that as it relates to the Mount Baldhead improvements, he 
included the engineering work to their City Council.  He thinks that they are nearly done with 
the design work from the report.  They have begun some work with the upper platform so that 
is good.  With the Mount Baldhead improvements, it is not a federally funded project.   They did 
reach out to the tribal consulting parties as well, just to let them know the work that they are 
doing.  They have been made aware in case they have any input that they wish to provide as 
well.   
 Cummins had a recent meeting with AT&T and at the end, they are still very committed 
to the project.  They are still trying to work through the State Historic Preservation Office 
approvals based on addressing some of the tribal concerns.  Some of the concerns are related 
to ground disturbance.  AT&T had asked if they would be willing to have them attach their 
conduit to the bottom of the steps in the upper platform so that way they are not disturbing at 
least the ground under those areas to hopefully minimize some of the concerns.  Herbert and 
the City Engineer took a look and felt like it really wouldn’t be seen or wouldn’t be that visible 
and they didn’t seem to have concerns with that.  Their subcontractor was working on drawing 
up some schematics and renderings to show us what that would look like.  There are a lot of 
layers and a lot of folks with a lot of things to approve and they are still hopeful that they can 
get across the finish line.   
 Chair Baldwin mentioned that she spoke with Herbert earlier regarding the packs of 
people that are walking through the area and how dangerous it is.  She said that Scott and the 
DPW crew went out and trimmed up some of the areas and were able to push back some of the 
brush and wanted to see if they were able to do that again this year.  Herbert said that it was 
very possible.  He said that to cover potentially miles of road, realistically, he would need a 
brush hog and mow this stuff down.  He said that it won’t be pretty at first but after a few 
weeks, the vegetation starts to grow back.   
  

5. Maple Street:   
 City Manager Cummins said that the Engineer’s report indicated that they were going to 
be doing some survey work.  That will also involve some kind of community engagement 
opportunities, especially for the folks that live along that corridor, to give some feedback before 
they get into the next phases with the design.  He said that the next phase involved doing a full 
road replacement, water main replacements.  Sidewalks are planned and will at least be in the 
design cost.   
  

Public Comments (Limit 3 mins):   
• Renee Zita (985 Park St):  She spoke on Mount Baldy stair and upper deck conditions as well as 

the condition of tennis courts in the city.  She mentioned that she would like to have recycling 
services two times a month added to the next agreement with the trash service provider.     

   
Correspondence:  None. 
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Member Closing Comments:    
• Hoffman – He will keep up with the invasive species coming. 
• Johnson – She said it was a great meeting and thanked everyone for their hard work. 
• Charak – Said he would start climbing Mount Baldhead. 
• Roche –Thanked DPW Superintendent Herbert and his group for everything at Village 

Square Park, said the playground looks amazing.  She thanks everyone else for their hard 
work. 

• Kimble – She thinks that they have a very generous town with donors coming forward to 
offer money for certain projects.  She wonders if it is under their purview to formalize the 
donor process and encourage people to do this. 

• Chair Baldwin –  She said that there is talk about putting together some sort of foundation 
that would be totally separate from a city thing.  She would like to do it separately for a 
reason they’ve talked about, their five-year parks plan.  She thinks that people don’t 
necessarily want to necessarily write a check to the municipality but would donate if there 
is a foundation that is dedicated and solely works on projects of their interest.  She thanked 
DPW Superintendent Herbert and his crew for doing a great job in the city.  It is a busy time, 
but everything looks great.  Baldwin says that it is easy to overlook things and to be fussy 
about things but all of us are really lucky to be here and she thinks of that every day and is 
very grateful. 
 

  Adjournment:   
    Motion by Charak, second by Kimble, to approve adjournment of the meeting.  Via voice vote, 

motion carried 5-0.  Chair Baldwin adjourned at 11:35 a.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
____________________ 
Sara Williams, City Deputy Clerk & DPW Administrative Assistant 
 
 


