Proposed Minutes

Saugatuck Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting

Saugatuck, Michigan, December 9, 2021
The Saugatuck Zoning Board of Appeals met in regular session at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall, 102 Butler Street, Saugatuck, Michigan via Zoom technology due to constrains with Covid-19.  
1. Call to Order by Chairperson Kubasiak at 7:00 p.m.



Attendance:


Present: McPolin, Bouck, Muir, Hundrieser, & Kubasiak 


Absent: Bont, Zerfas


Others Present: Zoning Administrator Osman
2.

Approval of Agenda:  

Bouck made a motion, 2nd by Muir to approve the agenda as submitted.  Upon roll call the motion carried unanimously.  
3.

Approval of Minutes:  
Bouck offered a correction to the minutes in the public comment section where the comments by Jane Underwood were expanded to better reflect the intent of the comments.  


Bouck made a motion, 2nd by Muir, to approve the minutes as corrected.  Upon roll call the motion carried unanimously.  
4.

New Business:


A.  Public Hearing 994 Holland Street setback. 


Open public hearing at 7:08 by Kubasiak.  ZA Osman gave a brief overview of the application.  Renee and Chris Draves described the circumstances under which they came to the conclusion to place the shed and covered patio in this location.  
Phil Miller and Suzy Richardson of 996 Holland spoke in opposition to this variance request and submitted a letter as well.  They are the ones that border the property where the fence is.  They are very concerned about the light bleed, noise, electricity of the covered patio.  They have plenty of deck area for outdoor entertainment.  

Sandra Weintraub neighbor also spoke in opposition.  Concerned about the character of the neighborhood.  That there is not a condition that would support a variance.  

A letter was received by Dan Fox in support of the variance and was read into the record.  

A letter was received by Melissa Smith of 1035 Holland Street in opposition and was read into the record.  

The email from Sandy Weintraub in objection was read into the record.  

The letter of objection from Suzy Richardson and Phil Miller was read into the record.  

Sandra Weintraub specifically requested the variance be denied.  

The public hearing was closed at 7:27.  

A question was asked about the height – applicants responded that it would be a normal height shed, but not higher than the neighbors shed, and it might have water to run irrigation.  It will be a storage shed.  The patio would be used if they want to get out of the sun or if it started to rain.  

The dimensions of the structure was clarified to be 24 x 8.  

The roof of the patio would be the same as the roof of the shed.  

Electricity would be run to the shed and the patio.  

Member Bouck commented that it is a self-created condition and read the definition of a practical difficulty.  Osman (incorrectly) stated that this definition for a use variance not a dimensional variance.  

The landscaper brought the setback issue to their attention.

Standard one: the board found that it would allow more use of the yard but the variance does not prevent them from using the property for a permitted use.

Standard two:  the shed could be located elsewhere.  

Standard three – There is some topography issue and the property is unique because the slope is steep and the house is set back far from the road and the river.

Standard four – The issue of financial is not likely to be a problem, but it does not meet the standard as it is self-created.  
A motion was made by Bouck 2nd by Muir, that based upon our analysis of the four standards required to issue a variance that we deny the variance for an eight by twelve shed and an eight by twelve  covered patio that would be three feet from the property line where 7 feet is required for a variance of 4 feet at 994 Holland Street, and the staff report is attached as part of the findings of fact noted above.  Upon roll call the motion carried unanimously.  

4 (B)  The 2022 meeting schedule was reviewed.  



Those are the 2nd Thursday of every month.
McPolin made a motion to adopt the meeting dates as presented, 2nd by Muir.  Upon roll call the motion carried unanimously.  

5.
Unfinished Business:  None

6.
Communications: None

7.
Public comment:


Sandy Weintraub – Thank you for your time and thoughtful consideration.  
Jane Underwood – Thanks to Jim Bouck for adding more of her thoughts to her comments.  


Renee Draves – Thank you and clarify that the shed and patio can be built at a seven foot setback.  

8.

Reports of Officers and Committees: 


Happy holidays by Hundrieser.  
9.

Adjournment: Motion was made by McPolin 2nd by Hundrieser to adjourn the meeting at 7:59 PM.  Upon roll call the motion passed unanimously.  
Respectfully Submitted,
Jamie Wolters
City Clerk
